
Tilghman Regatta Report, September 6, 2014 
Dave Branning 
 
The 2014 edition of the Tilghman Regatta, for the 2nd year in a row was the R2 
Championship. In 2013 we created The Chesapeake Cup as a perpetual trophy for the 
R2 Championship and Jamey Betz brought it back to present it to David Brawner, the 
2014 Champion. The regatta was well stocked with participants from a J Class Down 
River event on Friday and 15 skippers, four who have held EC12 National 
Championships, were on the line for Saturday's competition. Unfortunately, Saturday 
was annoyingly hot and very humid. All competitors spent race breaks hydrating and 
moving to a little shade for a break. Winds for the day were out of the SW and a flooding 
tide hampered the fetch at the windward mark. RD, Dave Branning, made the windward 
mark "hot" getting the attention of the fleet to not try port approaches or feathering up on 
starboard only to lose the battle with the slight current. The strategy was to approach on 
starboard with plenty to spare.  
 
 
Right out of the chute, Brawner fired off 5 firsts and then we broke for lunch. For most, it 
was "can we please break for lunch?" Danny Thomas and Mark Rinehart were the only 
other consistent performers at midday but they were at least 10 points down to Brawner. 
Dave Ramos, Don Barker and Jamey Betz had banked a few potential throwouts and 
needed to pick it up a notch if they were to close the gap. 
 
 
After the break, the breeze stayed in the SW but freshened a bit. Mr. Brawner went 
conservative on us and logged a 4,3,1,5,4 to end the day. If there was a "most 
improved" after lunch it went to Don Barker who actually tied Brawner with the same 
score in the afternoon so no one really gained ground on Brawner's lead.  
 
 
Sunday was a different day. We woke up to fifteen degrees cooler and a brisk NE wind 
throwing some pretty good waves at the course. It was a group decision to not race, 
owing to Chicago Race Week on the immediate horizon and the desire to save the rigs. 
So the R2 Championship ended up to be a one day championship and David Brawner 
handily won the regatta. I think most would agree that with a 19 point lead after one 
throwout, he was not going to get caught on Sunday either. Dave's worst race was a 
throwout 5th and that came after an OCS at the start. Dave Branning gave out hand 
carved Chesapeake Bay workboats to the top five skippers. 
 
 
On the social side, this was the first Tilghman Regatta that a large group stayed 
together for Friday and Saturday night dinner get-togethers. I guess the word is out on 
our hospitality and terrific Chesapeake Bay seafood. Thanks to Elaine Hepkin, Clare 
Barker, Roger Vaughan, John Tochko, Mark Churchill and Jim Flach for their support. 
 
 



Final Results; 10 races, 1 throwout 
 
 
 1. David Brawner  17 
 2. Danny Thomas  25 
 3. Mark Rinehart   34 
 4. Don Barker       42 
 5. Jamey Betz       49 
 6. Harry Mote       51 
 7. Ken Shaw         54 
 8. Dave Ramos     55 
 9. Doug Hutchinson 75 
10. Roger Baldwin   76 
11. Skip Hall         91 
12. Norman Watkins  108 
13. Mike Denest    109 
14. Chris Bock     109 
15. Victor Oberg  139 Sailed only two races 
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